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Introduction of Al-Nazarat ( </_&i ) :

Mustafa Lutfi al-Manfaluti (1876-1924) was one of the early
essayists of the Modern Arabic period. His essays are collected in
three volumes of al-Nazarat (views) which appeared first in al-
Mu'ayyid. Inspired by the reforming ideas of Muhammad 'Abduhu,
al-Manfaluti wrote on the need for social uplift, on the rich and the
poor, on charity and righteousness and the evils of drinking.The
style developed by him,“Tarigat al-Manfaluti," is some highbrow.
Manfaluti chose his words with care. He retained a saj to give his
prose a musical appeal. The stamp of his personal style is revealed
in all his writings.

Al-Nazarat is a collection of Jiu, (Essays/Articles/Epistles). As the
author Mustafa Lutfi Al-Manfaluti wrote in the newspaper Al-
Muayyid and in other newspapers under the title of Al-Nazarat and
also some unpublished essays.Some of the stories are translations
or adaptations from French literature. This collection reflects
various aspects of life; social, religious and political. It was written
in the literary forms of Al-Magala (4i4ll) essays and stories. He uses
various literary styles to get the message conveyed to the readers.
It includes the direct and indirect short stories, essays, reports,

dialogues and stylistic writings. He has written this essays in an



advisory and truthful way, trying to get progress from the societal
problems. Mustafa Lutfi Al-Manfaluti’s (</_kill) was written in 1907
and the first edition was published in 1910. It consists of 831 essays
and 12 poems/odes. The second part was published in 1912 and
the third part was published in 1921. The main features of Al-
Nazarat in the literary aspects are

1. He didn’'t use any unnecessary word, he used only with
required meaning.

2. He has written the things whatever he noticed, observed and
witnessed from his experiences.

3. He used to mix the truth and reality with some imaginations,
whether it maybe fictional or non-fictional issues. Because he
knows that the truth without imaginations will not have an
impact on the listener or the reader.

4. He didn’t write to impress the readers but rather to benefit and
affect them.

The topics of his essays deal with the social life in Egypt, like the
characters of Imam , Mentor , Philosopher. He spoke about the evil
things of the society like dancing, gambling, drinking and the moral
erosion of youth, poverty, wealth, the bad influence of western
habits and customs and asking the readers towards moral

excellence as a solution.



His essays are excellent from two points of view. i.e. the style and
topic. Regarding the style is concerned, it is a rhymed prose with
rhetorical features and Modern Standard Arabic. Before writing this
essays he read many ancient writings but he did not imitate them.
But he became an innovative stylist.

His strives for the social reformation and he criticized the wrong
doings of the society namely dancing, gambling, consuming wine
and moral decline of the youth. His style became more effective to
the readers as the khateeb /Imam addresses the sermons like (Oh
the mankind). He was influenced by orators like Muhammad
Abduhu and Mustafa Kamil. His works are concentrating on Islam
and Muslims. He also condemned the persons who are neglecting

the religious beauty of Islamic sources (Quran and Hadith).

Many of the Manfaluti’'s essays were not published in a book form
but remained as newspaper articles published from Egypt.After his
death the first edition of Al-Nazarat got published, which includes
the topics namely

Political / 4l

Social / aelais)

Emotional / 4xlas g



Fictional / ixaad

Related to elegies / 4

There are 46 essays on Social matters, 13 essays on Deeniyat
matters , 6 poems on Elegiac Literature , there are 4 essays on
literary matters and 2 essays on political affairs.
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Al-Ghad / Tomorrow

| know that last night | was thinking about what | should write today.
And | know that at this moment | am holding my pen between my
fingers, and that in front of me is a white sheet of paper which is
gradually becoming black as | move the pen over it. But | do not
know whether | shall be able to complete this essay of mine, or
whether some obstacle of time will obstruct its course. For | know

nothing of the tomorrow's matters, and the future is in God's hands.

| know that | put on my clothes this morning, and that | am still
wearing them at this moment. Yet | do not know whether | shall
take them off (later) with my own hands, or whether they will be

taken off by the hand of him, who washes the bodies of the dead.

The tomorrow is a confused spectre which looms into view from
afar. It may be a merciful angel, or it may be a foul fiend. Indeed, it
may be a black cloud, which, when a cool breeze blows on it,
breaks up, scattering its particles, so that it becomes like a non-

existence which had never known existence.



The tomorrow is a vast rolling sea, with swelling billows amid
roaring waves. It does not tell you whether it hides in its depths,

pearl and jewel, or death violent and cruel.

The tomorrow is hidden from man's eyes, its form too abstruse to
comprehend. So much so, that were a man to raise his foot to step
outside his place, he would not know whether he was stepping on
to the threshold of that palace (room) or on the margin of the tomb.

Man has surmounted every difficulty in this world. He has burrowed
under the ground, and climbed a ladder to the skies. He has linked
East and West with strings of steel and threads of brass. Then his
mind has moved to the upper world. There, he has lived among its
stars, and learned their depths and heights, their plains and ales,
their fertile and their waste, their damp and their dry. He has
invented instruments for measuring the distance of stars, the
lengths of their rays. He has devised scales for weighing the globe
of the earth as a whole and in part. He has dived into the seas and
plumbed their depths. He has plundered their pearls and gems. He
has penetrated through rocks and mounds to past generations,
seeing the people and their modes of life, their habitation, food and
drink. Then he has gained access to the inner senses by way of

the external ones. He has learned about the soul and its nature,



the mind and its methods, and the senses and their situations.
Indeed, he can almost hear the discourse of the soul, the creeping
course of fate. With his intelligence he has torn down every veil and
opened every door... Except that he has recoiled before the door
of the tomorrow, powerless, repulsed, not daring to open it, or even
to knock at it. For it is God's door, and 'God does not inform anyone
of his hidden things'....

Oh Tomorrow! We have our hopes, great and small, and our
desires, good and bad. So tell us about our hopes, and how they
stand with you; and inform us of our desires, and what you have
done with them. Have you set them at naught and despised them,

or have you been kind to them?

No... No ! Keep your secret, and keep your veil over your face. Do
not tell us a single thing about our hopes and desires, lest you
terrify our spirits and souls. For we live by hopes, though they be

vain, and are happy through our desires, though they be deceivers.

The life of man is made of hopes alone;

When they are lost, then life itself is gone.
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